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[Final version — 18/06/16 — from COPA for IPSA Council at 24th IPSA World Congress — Poznan, POLAND]

IPSA Statement on Academic Freedoms

IPSA’s Mission Statement declares that [IPSA aims ‘to support the academic freedoms needed
for the social sciences to flourish’. This ‘Statement on Academic Freedoms’ from IPSA’s
Council reinforces IPSA’s commitment to safeguarding these principles. The IPSA Council is

the General Assembly of the International Political Science Association.

IPSA was founded under the auspices of UNESCO, and it further endorses the UNESCO ‘Rec-
ommendations on the status of higher education personnel’, adopted in 1997 (version frangaise:
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0011/001102/110220f.pdf#page=31). These ‘Recommen-

dations’ cover universities and colleges, and also research institutions not directly linked to

such institutions. All UN member states subscribe to these very full provisions for the defini-
tion of, and protections of, academic freedoms. These provisions express an international con-

sensus on the importance and meaning of academic freedoms.

IPSA regards these provisions as the necessary minimum to ensure that political scientists can
work freely and effectively in undertaking their research and teaching, and in disseminating
their ideas and results to colleagues and the public, nationally as well as internationally. In
addition many nations and professional bodies have similar, though sometimes more detailed

statements of principles, protections and standards, which IPAS respects.

IPSA understands academic freedoms to include the free exchange of ideas that is vitally nec-
essary for scientific endeavor and debate. Arbitrary and politically motivated arrest, and per-
sonal and professional harassment, are egregious violations of basic human rights, and such

violations pose a clear and present danger to academic freedoms.

Academic freedoms can also be seriously compromised through indirect measures, involving
retention, promotion and tenure policies, performance and research management systems,
changes in funding for research and resources, or alterations in the teaching curriculum. We
urge all members not to adopt policies or to participate in activities that are even indirectly in
conflict with the UNESCO ‘Recommendations’.

Political scientists will be acutely aware of threats to, and curtailments of, academic freedoms,
and will find IPSA’s endorsement of these UNESCO ‘Recommendations’ useful in citing the
rights, duties and obligations of our profession in international, national and local contexts.
IPSA members may at any time contact IPSA’Ss Secretariat and Executive Committee mem-

bers for further advice and support.


http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0011/001102/110220f.pdf#page%3D31)

12 2025 & B AR L5t &

'2:4 ‘*I%Jdd {?

Chinese Ass ion of Polit

BERE4 224 E &b &FH

(IPSA Statement on Academic Freedoms)
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After the THAAD: The China-ROK Strategic Partnership
under the Sino-U.S. Strategic Competition

o3 e

TR R IR G R RATEI AR R

This paper investigates the evolution of China-South Korea strategic partnership in the face of China-U.S.
power competition. As an emerging form of interstate collaboration, strategic partnerships have surged in
the post-Cold War era, offering more flexible arrangements that maximize states' interests without
compromising their freedom of action. Since China and South Korea established a formal diplomatic tie
in 1992, their relationship has proceeded through a "cooperative partnership" in 1998 to a "matured
strategic cooperative partnership" in 2014. While Beijing's partnership diplomacy widened the cleavage
within the U.S.-ROK alliance, Seoul also balanced its hedging portfolio by engaging China not only in
economic cooperation but also in security relations. However, China-South Korea relations have been
strained since 2016, triggered by Beijing's economic coercion against Seoul's deployment of the terminal
high-altitude area defense (THAAD) missile system. What is the prospect of China-South Korea relations
after the THAAD crisis? Will their strategic partnership provide a framework for renewed cooperation
under the rise of U.S.-China power competition?

This article addressed these questions by analyzing the external and domestic factors in both countries

that influence the political and security dimension of their relations.

Keywords: China, Great Power Competition, South Korea, Strategic Partnerships, the United States,
THAAD
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Relational Ethics and Techno-Politics: Rethinking Al
Governance through Confucian Thought

Yih-Jye Hwang
Universitair Docent, Leiden University

The global diffusion of artificial intelligence (Al) technologies has prompted a growing
recognition of the role that culturally embedded ethical and political traditions play in
shaping divergent models of technological governance. While dominant approaches to
Al ethics, particularly in Euro-American contexts, have largely coalesced around
liberal-individualist norms emphasising autonomy, privacy, accountability, and
transparency, such frameworks do not exhaust the normative possibilities available to
societies engaging with Al. This paper seeks to theorise an alternative model of Al
ethics and governance rooted in Confucian political thought, focusing specifically on
the normative salience of relationality, hierarchy, and collective well-being within the
Confucian tradition.

Confucianism, as both a historical system of moral philosophy and a living cultural
formation in East Asia, foregrounds the ethical centrality of interpersonal relationships
and role-based obligations. In this view, moral agency is not primarily defined by
abstract individual rights but by embeddedness within a web of reciprocal duties across
familial, societal, and political domains. Relationality in this context implies that the
deployment of Al should be evaluated not in terms of its impact on autonomous
individuals but through its capacity to sustain and enhance the ethical quality of social
relations. Hierarchy, another foundational Confucian value, affirms the legitimacy of
differentiated authority structures based on age, expertise, and social function—an
orientation that may facilitate higher levels of public trust in Al applications used by
state or institutional actors. Finally, collective well-being, rather than individual risk
minimisation, serves as the primary telos of technological governance, shifting
attention toward Al's potential to support social harmony, public morality, and national
development.

Drawing on comparative policy and discourse analysis of Al development strategies
in China and Taiwan, the paper explores how Confucian ethical reasoning is
operationalised, explicitly or implicitly, in the governance of Al. It demonstrates that
while Confucian-inflected approaches can generate strong normative support for the
use of Al in education, healthcare, and administrative governance, they also risk
marginalising concerns related to algorithmic opacity, data subject rights, and
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procedural fairness. The paper concludes by proposing a theoretical framework for
understanding Confucian techno-politics as a culturally specific mode of governing
emerging technologies, while also contributing to broader debates on the pluralisation
of normative imaginaries in global Al governance. By foregrounding relational ethics
and political Confucianism, this study invites critical reflection on the limitations of
liberal universalism and opens space for culturally grounded alternatives in the ethics
and politics of Al.

Keywords: Al, Governance, Relational Ethics, Techno-Politics, Taiwan, China
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Why “Trust” Matters: A Xunzian Perspective on “Trust” in
International Society

LEE Andrew

Ph.D. Student, Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University

This paper argues that trust is a foundational yet under-theorized element in
International Relations, particularly in sustaining order through cooperation and
restraint among state actors, including relationships between great powers and small
states. While existing Western theories conceptualize trust through rational calculation,
institutional mechanisms, or shared identity, they often fail to account for how trust
can emerge and endure in a world marked by uncertainty and self-interest. Drawing on
Xunzi, this paper presents an alternative framework in which trust (xin) is not assumed
but cultivated through moral conduct, consistent behavior, and the institutionalization
of norms and obligations. Xunzi's thought emphasizes the role of restraint and
normative order as conditions for building trustworthiness. This framework aligns with
the English School's conception of international society, where rules, shared values,
and legitimacy underpin the society among states. The paper applies this approach to
an empirical case, focusing on the alliance behavior and trust-building among small
and great powers, particularly the U.S. leadership's interactions with others, illustrating
how restrained leadership and fulfilled obligations foster a sense of mutual belonging
and reliable expectations. Ultimately, the Xunzian perspective offers a valuable
alternative for reimagining trust, providing a more constructive path toward building a
sustainable international order in a multipolar world.

Keywords: Cooperation, English School, Reciprocity, Trust, Xunzi
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Sino-US Digital Governance in Comparative Perspective:
Cognitive Warfare in the Grey Zone under Conditions
of Power Balancing— A Case Study of Unmanned Aerial

Vehicles (UAVs)

%1%
B 3r b A B 05 B A AR T A

In the digital era, the struggle for digital hegemony has become a central feature of great power rivalry.
This paper explores the evolving competition between the Sino-US through the theoretical lens of
neorealism, focusing on how both actors seek to maintain or challenge systemic equilibrium via
technological dominance. Within this context, unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) serve as both functional
tools and symbolic instruments in a broader strategy of cognitive warfare, waged in the ambiguous and
contested domain of the grey zone—a space between peace and conventional conflict.

Through a comparative analysis of digital governance regimes, this study examines how the U.S. and
China deploy UAV-related technologies to influence perceptions, assert territorial claims, and project
strategic narratives. Emphasizing the dynamics of power balancing, the research argues that UAVs
encapsulate the fusion of surveillance capability, psychological influence, and geopolitical signaling. This
paper thus contributes to the understanding of digital infrastructures as mediums of strategic cognition
and hegemonic contention in 21st-century international relation.

Keyword: digital hegemony ~ neorealism ~ balance of power » UAVs(unmanned aerial vehicles) ~ grey

zone * cognitive warfare
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Geopolitical Risk and Taiwan’s Public Support for Various
Energy Options
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Public support plays a pivotal role in advancing energy transitions. Although existing research has focused
on factors such as willingness to pay, acceptance attitudes, and energy knowledge, the impact of
geopolitical risk on public opinion remains underexplored. This study addresses this gap by investigating
how perceived geopolitical threats influence support for various energy options in Taiwan, where the anti-
nuclear movement has, since the 1980s, been recognized as a key driver of democratization. We argue
that heightened perceptions of geopolitical risk create conditions that push the public toward a forced
consensus in favor of nuclear power development. Using data from a nationally representative telephone
survey of 1,200 respondents conducted in November 2024, we find that perceptions of geopolitical risk
significantly increase public support for nuclear energy, with the effect most pronounced among swing

voters.

Keywords: risk perception, public support, energy transition, renewable energy, cross-strait relationship,

war impact
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Digital Sovereignty and the Limits of Normative Power: The
EU’s Quest for Leadership in Global AI Governance

HEE
B 3 BRI 6 B R AT A

Jackson Merinor
P ERLZR RS R A

As artificial intelligence (Al) becomes central to global governance, the European Union (EU) has
positioned itself as a regulatory frontrunner through instruments such as the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) and the Artificial Intelligence Act. This paper revisits and revises the concept of
Normative Power Europe by analyzing how the EU's regulatory turn in Al reflects an evolving mode of
power—one that blends liberal norm projection with strategic digital sovereignty under multipolar
constraints. The core research question is: Can the EU translate internal regulatory frameworks into global
normative influence in Al governance, and how does this differ from U.S. and Chinese approaches? Unlike
the U.S.'s market-driven model or China's techno-authoritarianism, the EU promotes a rights-based
regulatory vision. However, this paper argues that distinctiveness in norms does not equate to normative
power.

The paper makes three contributions. First, it advances a theoretical innovation by conceptualizing the
EU's behavior as post-normative regulatory power—a hybrid form where norm promotion is entangled
with geopolitical calculation. Second, it explores the international diffusion of EU standards through legal
interoperability, epistemic communities, and third-country uptake. Third, it identifies structural limits—
technological dependence, market fragmentation, and weak enforcement-that constrain the EU's
aspirations.

Methodologically, the study combines qualitative content analysis of EU legislative texts and strategic
communications with comparative case studies of regulatory reception. It also draws on elite discourse
analysis to trace shifting self-representations of the EU's role in global Al governance. Ultimately, the
paper offers a reconceptualization of digital normative power in the 21st century, locating the EU not as
a passive norm entrepreneur, but as an adaptive and strategically ambivalent actor in contested digital

order-building.

Keyword: Digital Sovereignty, Normative Power, Al Governance, Post-normative Regulatory Power,
Global Standard-Setting
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De-Risking in Motion: Measuring Technology Reliance in the
Netherlands and Germany with a Composite Tech
Reliance Index

i F
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Escalating China-U.S. tensions since 2017 have compelled advanced economies to re-evaluate
the security of their high-technology supply chains. Although Japan's experience is now
documented, whether Europe's principal manufacturing hubs have embarked on a comparable
path remains unsettled. This study extends a coefficient-of-variation (CV) weighted framework
introduced in the author's manuscript (manuscript under review) to examine the Netherlands
and Germany from 2010 to 2024. The Author constructs a Composite Tech Reliance Index
(CTRI), which aggregates Core and Peripheral Tech Reliance Ratios (CRR & PRR). Dynamic
CV weights align each tier's influence with its observed volatility, preserving cross-country
comparability while capturing shifting dependence patterns. Drawing on time-series analysis
and Granger causality tests, the study anticipates three outcomes: first, a sustained post-2017
decline in CTRI for both countries; second, a statistically observable divergence in trajectory
relative to other high-tech economies in the European Union; and third, a one-way mechanism
in which lagged geopolitical-risk shocks precede, rather than follow, changes in CTRI.
Robustness is demonstrated by replicating three diagnostics validated on the Japanese case:
comparing fixed-weight alternatives (equal, core-heavy, and peripheral-heavy splits) to confirm
trend stability; testing internal consistency through the CRR-PRR correlation to rebut
functional-substitution logic; and re-estimating the model with alternative lag structures for the
geopolitical-risk variable to ensure causal directionality. These findings challenge canonical
Global Value-Chain substitution arguments and signal that systemwide de-risking is diffusing
beyond Asia. By showcasing the portability of the CV-weighted CTRI, the paper provides a
replicable tool for monitoring cross-national technology dependence and underscores the need

for coordinated resilience strategies among like-minded democracies.

Keywords: Technology De-risking, Supply-chain Resilience, Geopolitical risk, Netherlands,
Germany, Composite Tech Reliance Index
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Does the Decoupling Work? Examining China‘s Position and
Power in Semiconductor Supply Chain

BRIE =
B 24K LARERARAELAE
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B 378 K B SRR R PT B B A%

Has China's position in the global semiconductor supply chain shifted as Washington seeks to decouple
Beijing during the U.S.-China technological war? Weaponized Interdependence scholars suggest that core
states within the wartime trade network tend to leverage their interdependent relationships to compel allies,
often sparking unilateral competition or conflict with the targeted state. As the primary beneficiary of
trade weaponization, Washington has imposed direct and indirect sanctions on China's semiconductor
industry to hinder its chip development and reconfigure the supply chain.

However, this paper reexamines supply chain interdependence between China and its allies, arguing that
China still retains the potential to weaponize its trade network.

Certain characteristics of pro-Beijing allies contribute to the formation of a semiconductor alliance.
Taking advantage of bilateral trade data, this paper maps shifts in chip design, raw material, manufacturing
equipment, and finished components networks from 2013 to 2023. The network analysis shows that
China's weighted centrality in the raw material and finished components networks remained high during
the tech war, suggesting that Washington's unilateral sanction does not significantly weaken its midstream
and downstream competitiveness. Complementary regression results suggest that democracies remain
dependent on China for these strategic products, with unique aspects of its chip market reinforcing this
reliance. Furthermore, it strengthens trade relationships among authoritarian partners. These findings shed
light on the limited impact of U.S. trade restrictions and underscore the need to fully consider China's role
when evaluating semiconductor trade policies.

Keywords: global semiconductor supply chain, semiconductor, U.S.-China technological war,
Weaponized Interdependence
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Bridging the Digital Divide among Visually Impaired
Individuals in Taiwan: Evaluating Education and
Financial Support as Policy Instruments

£AB

IEBRENXFHARAALTE

The digital divide remains one of the most pressing equity challenges in contemporary society, as unequal
access to digital technologies continues to exacerbate existing social disparities. In Taiwan, individuals
with visual impairments continue to encounter systemic barriers in digital environments, yet their specific
needs have received limited attention in mainstream digital inclusion research. This study compares the
effectiveness of education and financial support as policy instruments for addressing these disparities,
with the aim of providing empirical evidence to inform inclusive policy design.

Drawing on nationally representative data from two waves (2021 and 2024) of Taiwan's Survey on Digital
Development for Physically and Mentally Disabled Citizens, this study applies Van Dijk's (2002) four-
stage model of digital access, which includes mental, material, skill, and usage access, to assess how
education and income independently shape each stage of digital inclusion.

To account for structural changes over time, this study pools cross-sectional data from both years and
incorporates year-fixed effects in all regression models. This approach helps isolate the effects of
individual-level predictors while controlling for unobserved time-specific factors.

Using multiple logistic regression, the findings reveal that education is the most consistent factor
influencing digital inclusion. It significantly affects digital attitudes, adoption of assistive tools, skill
development, and the ability to use advanced online activities such as financial services. In comparison,
income plays a more limited role, primarily influencing specific usage domains such as financial and
government services.

These findings suggest that enhancing educational opportunities and offering targeted skill-building
programs may be more effective than financial subsidies alone in narrowing the digital divide. By
identifying the distinct determinants across different stages of access, this study provides actionable

insights for designing tailored policy interventions that promote equity and inclusive digital participation.

Keywords: digital divide, digital access, inclusive policies, visual disabilities, policy instruments
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This paper examines how a rising great power chooses between war and peace in its relations with a
dominant counterpart, using a case study of the Northern Song Dynasty's actions toward the Khitan Liao
Empire. By tracing the decision-making process of the first three Song emperors-Taizu, Taizong, and
Zhenzong-this study assesses the explanatory power of three structural theories: the balance of power,
power transition, and a revised synthesis of both. The paper finds that only the synthesized theory
consistently explains the contrasting actions of peace and war during these reigns. While traditional power
transition theory fails to account for long-term peace under power parity, and balance of power theory
cannot explain aggressive actions during relative equality, the synthesis model better captures the
dynamics at play. The Peace Accord of Xiongzhou under Taizu is highlighted as a more equitable and
effective arrangement than the later Chanyuan Covenant, which required significant concessions. Drawing
analogies with US-China relations today, the study suggests that Chinese leaders are more likely to consult
historical precedents, such as the Song-Liao relations, rather than Western cases. The paper contributes to
structural realism by proposing a nuanced model and offering historical insight into the potential strategic
action of contemporary China.
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The Nordic Response to the Russo-Ukrainian War: Finland’s
Road to NATO and Its Strategic Implications

B 246

Blh RERRZEH AL

Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 shocked the international community
and triggered a significant change in the European security landscape. Three months after this
event, Finland and Sweden formally applied for membership in the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) on May 18, 2022. This study investigates the main research question:
What are the contributing factors that influenced Finland's decision to apply for NATO
membership? This research employs a qualitative approach with mixed methods that combine
documentary analysis and interviews to examine the alliance-seeking behavior of small states
based on Finland's case. In addition, the balance of threat theory was applied in analyzing the
rationale behind Finland's decision to join a security alliance. This paper reviews Finnish-
Russian relations from the Cold War era to the present, and argues that four variables-aggregate
power, geographic proximity, offensive power, and aggressive intentions-have influenced
Finland's decision to shift from its long-standing military nonalignment to joining NATO. In
the meantime, the research also identifies the strategic implications of this decision for regional

security governance and Taiwan's security.

Keywords: NATO, Finland, Taiwan, Russo-Ukrainian War, Non-alignment,
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